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Online TESOL Educaﬁ'on

ven though online TESOL education has beon

arcund for less than two decades, it has

experienced consistent srowth, Online TESOL
programs are emerging from all corners of the warld
due to the increased demand for Lnglish language
teacher Lraining. With increased demand comes an
increase in questions about online TESOL education,
Chiestions such as “Are all online TESOL programs
structured the same?” “ls online TESOL education the
same as distinee TESOL education?” and “How does a
person decide in which progrom to enroll?” are often
asled by prospective students. In this article, answers
are offered in hopes of allaving any concerns
expericneed by those secking to further their education
in TS0,

There are several different
variations of online
TESOL education.

Online TESOL programs are not all structured the
same. There are several different variations of online
TLESOL education: fully anline programs, web-
facilitated programs. and hybrid programs. weh-
Facilitated programs nlilizse medinms sueh as
RBlackboard (o web-based program treaugh which
anine courses are eondueled ) o deliver content, These
progrars L ulilize face-to-Toee discussion as a means
Lo facilitate learning, Howewver, assignments, syllabi,
and other pertinent materials are posted on the
Internet for students to download. Hybrid programs
have mest of the program’s components online: there
ig very little required in terms of [ace-to-Tace
interaction. Fully online programs de not require any
tace-to-face student-teacher interaction; the entire
program s conducted anling. Thoas, The question one
must ask is “Which program will suit me the hest?”
Letermining the tvpe of pradoate TRSOL program one
will envall in i importanty 1 i imperalive that
prospective students understand the differenees
belween programs wl are oflered completely ooline
and hose that are offered partially online,

The final and maost quintessential question is "How do
I know if a program is right for me?® ‘1he answer is
guile comples and depends on g number of things.
Prospective students need Lo decide whal is most
nnportant e them. Take, Tor example, a student whao
wants to 2o to the United States and teach English as a
seeond language. In the TS, acereditation is extremely

By Rafeel Sabio

important. Therefore, the student may want to enroll in
a program that is not only based in the U5, but also at
a university thal is aceredited by one of the seven
regional acerediting bodies in the United States.
Accreditation, in this particular vegion of the world, is
considered a valid, and necessary, measurement of quality.

Additionally, there are several difterent tvpes ol

sraduate dearee

programs
Froe Yo Trflarerieed fon

available in
TESOL., Do
prospective
shiclenis wanl
Lo enroll in g
brivk-and-
moa oroboa r
tnstitulion o de they wanl o furcther their TESOL
celucation throuzh an institution that is bascd solely
online? Do they care if they are required to attend the
university at some point during the program (as found
in hybrid prosroms) or do they want to complete the
program completely online? lurther, future program
applicants should not rely on conjecture found on
digenssion hoards, bissness miven by strangers, or even
friends’ advice. Rather, those looking Lo complete 3
graduate degree program in TESOL shonld carry ont
their own research in order to find answers to their
gquestivons. T the end, 3135 the Tulure applicant whe will
be tnvesting Lime and mooney inlo theie edueation, nol
an sy neats person peer Lhe Internel, or o frend or
e taintanee,

The questicns addressed above are just g sample of U
camplexilies prospeetive applicanls capericnee when
scarching loc a graduale degree program in TESOL,
capecially when looking for a distance cducation
program in TESOL. With hard worl, diligonee, and o
critical analvsis of the facts, prospective applicants ean
tind answers and ultimately enroll in a program that is
suited to their needs.
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